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el T ool is [ans. Egyp. Iunui now Tell Hien, nr Cairo, Egyptl. An
ancient Egyptian city, known in the Bible as Dn. which was the capital of the
1Zth Lower Egyptian nome (administirative province) and a culit centre
of the sun—god, in its wvarious guises (Re, Atum, Khepril. The symbol of
Helippolis was the benben, the precursar of the pyramid and cbelisk,
which represented the primeval hill upon which the sun first rose. The oldest
monslithic benben found &t Heliepolis dates o the &Hth dynasty. faTq!
cbelisk of Sespstris I (rpeg 197181924 BC) still s=tands on the
si?e; two other cbelisks of Heliopolitan origin 8 'Cleopatras needles W ares
mpow in London and Mew York. Remains ofF & temsrnos wall and chapel
reliefs testify toc the city's imporisnce as a religicus centre as early as the
Archaic pericd. I MHOTEF, a high priest of Heliopoclis under the
Zrd dyvnasity, was instrumental in the creation of the Step FPyramid at Saggara.
Excavations at Heliopolis have produced evidence of various New Fingdom
temples, cating to the reigns of Amencphis III1, Sethos I. Ramesses IT amd IX
and Merenptah. There are also remains of tombs of &th-dynasty high priests
(south-east of the Sesostris 1 obeliskl, a necropolis of the Ramessid and Late
Feriods {at the nearby ciie of Ard el-Matam) and a seriec of tombs of '
FMoevis—bulls (morth-sast of the obslisk). The city itseld maintained a
repitation as & scientific centre uniil the rise of Alexandria.4
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